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boon nv^pcndcnlc illc. The latter might properly be regarded as bribes ; the former, though not, properly speaking, bribes, savoured unpleasantly of corruption. There is undoubtedly a diilerenee between making a present to a judge while a, case is pending and after it has been determined, and, hi the somewhat analogous case of elections to the House of Commons, our present law tolerates many practices after an election which would be deemed corrupt while the election is proceeding. Hut the practice of receiving presents from successful suitors, to say nothing of the advantage which it would give to the rich, would soon lead to express or tacit understandings between the judge and the parties to the suit,, and so would come to be bribery in another and perhaps a more dangerous form. It is superfluous to say that any judge at the present day, who accepted a gift from a successful suitor after the termination of the suit, an almost incredible supposition, would, if discovered, never be permitted to execute his olliee again. But, in Bacon's time, the stream of English justice did not run so pure as it does now, and oven the ethical theory generally prevalent on these subjects was probably very different from what it is amongst us. As he himself says, the taking of gifts by persons in high places was one of the abuses of the time, one of the rititt tt'WjH>rix rather than the rt/itt //tiwhiiti. Bacon, oi' course, ought (o have been superior io the temptation and to have set in his practice an example which., no doubt, his unbiassed intellect would have sternly dictated in theory. But-, unfortunately, he was always in want, of money. Jio seems never to have recovered from the, embarrassment caused by the narrow eireum.stamvs in which he was accidentally loft by his father, and his expenditure, including the interest on his loans, appears to have been almost invariably in excess of his income. This eireumstanee may explain, though it does not excuse, the weakness to whieh hi1 yielded. That weakness,tch 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
